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CHOOSE

THOUGHTS FROM THE CREATOR

Young people have always been told that they are
the leaders of the future. But what does it mean
to be a good leader? With The Lesson, we hope

the following considerations will come to mind:

* What are some of the challenges and
dilemmas that may arise?

* Whose needs do we consider?

* Whose needs do we prioritise?

In a few years’ time, it will be your time to vote,
and decide the fate of the environment we live in.
We hope The Lesson is a good chance for us to
rehearse this act, whilst learning how to listen
and negotiate different opinions and question:

* What are our responsibilities as a citizen?

* What are our rights as a citizen?

* How do we choose when we have to make
choices?

* How much do we understand about the
current voting system in Singapore or in
the world?

Koh Hui Ling
Associate Artistic Director, Drama Box



WHAT IS SOCIALLY ENGAGED ART?

Drama Box calls itself a Socially Engaged theatre company. What does that mean?

Socially engaged practice, also referred to as social practice or socially engaged art, can include any art form
which involves people and communities in debate, collaboration or social interaction. This can often be
organised as the result of an outreach or education programme, but many independent artists also use it within
their work.

The participatory element of socially engaged practice, is key, with the artworks created often holding equal or
less importance to the collaborative act of creating them. As Tom Finkelpearl outlines in his book What We
Made: Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation, social practice is ‘art that's socially engaged, where the
social interaction is at some level the art’.

Socially engaged practice can be associated with activism because it often deals with political issues. Artists
who work within this field will often spend much time integrating into the specific community which they wish to
help, educate or simply share with.

Source: Art terms on TATE UK

% ACTIVITY 1: LEARNING POINTS

Having gone through The Lesson, are there questions you have that were not addressed and reflections that
may have emerged?

Pen your thoughts in the table below:

Here are some suggestions to get you started: Here are some suggestions to get you started:
* Were there any moments during the process * What were your thoughts when the site you voted
where you felt uncomfortable, or a choice was for was selected / not selected?

difficult to make or undecided? Why? What were
some of the questions you had during these

moments?
» How did it feel to be involved in making decisions
that would affect the community?
* How did you come to your vote? What factors did
you consider? If you followed others, why?
» Did anyone question the choice of the five sites? * What would you do when someone has a
Why? Who should decide what these five sites different view from you?
are?

« If an eviction happened, what were your thoughts
having seen the last eviction process happen?
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WHAT IS THE LESSON?

The Lesson is created by Drama Box and Li Xie, first presented as part of the trilogy /t Won’t Be Too Long at
the Singapore International Festival of Arts 2015 to critical acclaim, and lauded by local media as one of the
best productions of 2015. In particular, The Lesson was praised for effectively engaging the public in the
discussion on land use issues in Singapore.

Drama Box has since brought the piece overseas to
audiences in Taiwan in December 2016, the International
Community Arts Festival in Rotterdam in March 2017
and Macau in March 2019. The Lesson was re-run
locally in 2017 at three community spaces inside

Drama Box’s very own GoLi — the Moving Theatre.

Since 2016, the piece has been adapted for schools and piloted as a theatre programme for youths at more
than 20 local secondary and tertiary institutions. The version you watched has been adapted specially to
connect with the youths of today.

% ACTIVITY 2: CONNECTING WITH REALITY

There were five fictional sites mentioned during The Lesson that faced eviction. They are based on actual sites
and incidents here in Singapore, where similar places had to move in the name of progress.

Can you identify and think of some real-life parallels?
References Dilemmas Outcome What would you have done differently & why?

Columbarium

Halfway House

Wet Market /
Food Centre

Cinema:
Foreign Workers’
Social Space

Marsh
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Content Contributor: Drama Box

% ACTIVITY 3: MOVING AHEAD

Refer back to Activity 2. Which community / group of people would you like to understand more about?
List down some questions you have about them.

Who are they? What would you like to find out about them?
Where are they found?

Why this community?

Now that you have identified the community and gone through the thought process of reaching out,
if there’s a Values in Action project you might design with them, what would that be?

ABOUT DRAMA BOX

Drama Box creates theatre that inspires dialogue, reflection and change. By shining a E
spotlight on marginalised narratives and making space for the communal contemplation =
of complex issues, it seeks to tell stories that provoke a deeper understanding of =
Singapore’s culture, history and identity. E

[=]

Drama Box is a recipient of the National Arts Council’s Major Grant 2017 — 2020.
Drama Box is also a member of the Singapore Chinese Language Theatre Alliance. Drama Box Website Drama Box on Youtube

FEEDBACK
It is always important for us to hear feedback on your experience and thoughts. Please scan the QR Code and
fill in the feedback form. The survey takes about five minutes to complete.

Thank you for coming to The Lesson! We look forward to seeing you at Esplanade and Drama Box’s productions
in the future.

Interested to learn more about the arts? Check out www.esplanade.com/learn for more resources.
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